
THE JUNIORS GROUP OF CLUBS, SUPPORTING JUNIOR 
RUGBY LEAGUE 
Junior rugby league is the heart and soul of our local 
community, bringing families and locals together. The 
Juniors Group of Clubs is committed to ensuring that more 
kids can improve their health, get active and involved with 
sport and recreation especially their local football clubs. 
With the state’s population on the rise, we’re proud to 
support a range of local initiatives that ensure grassroots 
sports like rugby leagues survival and future growth.

In 2016, South Sydney District Junior Rugby Football 
League has 189 teams in the local competition, which 
covers much of the local area from suburbs like Marrickville 
to Coogee, La Perouse to Mascot and Newtown to Redfern.

This year has seen over 3,172 young players register to 
play rugby league with local teams, which is an increase 
of 272 players from last year. This all wouldn’t happen if it 
wasn’t for the 1,016 dedicated parents and family members 
who make up coaches, managers, trainers, ground staff 
and officials to make junior rugby league in the local 
community a huge success.

The Juniors Group of Clubs is proud to continue our 
partnership with South Sydney District Junior Rugby 
Football League by donating $2.2 million, which 
contributes to; 

•	 Player registration fees
•	 Jerseys, shorts and socks for all registered players 
•	 Training footballs to all 189 teams
•	 Supplying trophies to all clubs for presentation days
•	 Hire of all grounds for training and game days
•	 Providing NRL coaches courses
•	 Offering First aid officers courses 

The ‘Junior Bunnies’ program offers the chance for current 
junior players in the U/13 to U/18’s to participate in the 
representative program, which helps young players strive 
to reach their sporting dreams and potential. Programs 
such as this are so important in rugby league especially in 
the development years of junior players because one day 
they could be playing for the Rabbitohs just like current 
players Adam Reynolds, Jason Clarke and John Sutton.

“The Juniors contribution to junior rugby league gives 
every family from every occupation the opportunity to 
enjoy a great sport by offering no registration fees and 
every registered player receives a jersey, shorts and socks 
to keep. We believe that junior rugby league promotes 
good health and fitness as well as promoting camaraderie 
and friendship. Without this important funding we could 
see our country’s much loved game slowly disappear and 
then where would our young players be without it?”  
Luke Curry - Junior League CEO
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CONTRIBUTING AND PARTICIPATING IN LOCAL  
COMMUNITY EVENTS 
In the past year, The Juniors has contributed over  
$160,000 to other local sporting organisations, clubs  
and charities ranging from NSW Professional Track  
League, Westpac Surf Life Saving Association to Intra 
Clubs and a very important one that Geoff Knight (CEO) 
and Keith McCraw (President) participate in every year is 
the White Ribbon Walk.

The annual 30 minute walk now in its 6th year, organised 
by NSW Police Force, Eastern Beaches Local Area 
Command and Randwick City Council, raises awareness 
and much needed funds for the White Ribbon Campaign.

Last year over 2,000 people along with Geoff Knight, Keith 
McCraw and staff from The Juniors gathered at High Cross 
Park in Randwick and walked to Coogee Bay Surf Club to 
demonstrate their commitment to the prevention of men’s 
violence against women. At Coogee Beach, participants
took the vow: “I will stand up, speak out and act to prevent 
men’s violence against women.”

“We hope to have an even bigger presence at this year’s 
White Ribbon Walk and I know that our staff and the 
community will walked side by side to raise awareness 
against domestic violence”
Geoff Knight - CEO

One of the biggest family and community events of the 
year is The Juniors Maroubra Fun Run & Oktoberfest, which 
typically attracts over 10,000 people every year. Now in 
its 21 st year, the fun run offers a range of participation 

options, which caters to all fitness levels. The Juniors are 
a proud major sponsor of this great community event 
this year and has been for the last five years. The money 
raised from this great event going towards supporting local 
schools and charities.

Each year The Juniors staff, managers, family, friends join 
together as a team to take on the challenging 4km and 
8km course, with our President Keith McCraw leading the 
way. The Juniors team continues to grow in numbers every 
year, which should see our team this year increase to an 
estimated 100 members. 

“This is an important community event, which the club, 
board of directors and myself are always passionate about 
getting behind this amazing event every year. The Fun 
Run & Oktoberfest is the biggest and best annual family 
and community event, which is visited by people near and 
far. It’s a great opportunity to actively participate in the 
community by showing our support to help raise much 
needed funds for our local schools and charities. I look 
forward to seeing some new and old faces in the Juniors 
team this year, tackling the fun but challenging course” 
Keith McCraw - President

The Juniors are passionate about supporting our local 
community as they have done so for many many years now 
and hope to continue this in the many years to come.

CONTRIBUTIONS: 
The Juniors Group of Clubs contributed over $2.3 million 
in the last financial year for junior rugby league, charity 
organisations, sporting clubs and organisations.

The juniors kingsford SUBMISSION 2016
CATEGORY: JOHN KNIPE AWARD 

NOMINATION: THE JUNIORS KINGSFORD


